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testimonial from you, as a distinguished physician, would greatly help me,,
for you have known me so long through all kinds of changes. Perhaps
my twenty years' sojourn at Rome gives a positive claim as to knowledge
of the language and people, and I trust that the happy success of my six
children may be some little addition, to that claim. My artistic power
would enable me to look for rare works of Art, and attend the wants of
our English people. I propose to go to Koine in about a fortnight to
resume my Italian Art, independently of the Consulship, which may or
may not come to me, and if I do not ask too much in your present state-
(though I beg you not to think of it, if it is the least inconvenience), it is
to write me a letter as a testimony (rather of my health and strength than
of my talent and character), or to Lord John Russell if you like, but
'twill be the same to me, as I have to enclose several. I should tell you
that the Chancellor of the Exchequer supports me warmly, as did the Lite
Baron Bunsen, and indeed I have reason to be pleased at the manifestation
in my favour and the joy expressed at the prospect of my being placed afc
Borne. Good-bye, my dear Dr. Quin. I will hope that before I go I muy
have the pleasure of seeing you and finding you recovered.

" Yours truly and obliged,

*e JOSEPH SEVEKST."

The letter from the Baron Bunsen, just referred to, may-
be quoted here. It is addressed to Lord John Russell^
and marked "private": and has additional interest from
the political sagacity and foresight which it displays. It
was, moreover, one of the last letters despatched by its
distinguished writer, who dictated it from his death-bed.

"Bonn,

"12th October, 1860.
"My DEAR LORD JOHN,

" I have no hesitation in recommending to your kind notice Mr. Joseph
Severn, who I understand is anxious to obtain the British Consulship, now
vacant, at Home. I believe Mr. Gladstone has" already given him a warm
testimonial, but having known Mr. Severn for many years at Rome I can
testify to his peculiar fitness as a Consul there, for during the years he
spent at Rome he made himself universally useful and popular among the
English residents. I may also add that in an intrigue got up against him
by jealous Italian artists and the clerical party on account of an order
given him by Cardinal Weld for an altar piece in St. Paul's, Mr. Severn
lid the whole of the more enlightened and liberal Italian public on his-
aide.1 From his intimate knowledge of Italian affairs and his social
relations with Romans of all classes, I should also consider him as very
hWy to be useful to your diplomatic agents. I will conclude by saying
knew an artist possessing so much practical knowledge and
as Ifir. Severn. I am so suffering at present that I am not evenook Taylor and for which the former
